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WELCOME TO

AMERICARNA

On behalf of Taranaki Vehicle

Supercheap Auto leads

Events Trust (TVET) Welcome as Americarna’s haming

to everyone coming to enjoy
Supercheap Auto Americarna
2026, if this is your first

event or returning it is our
pleasure to have you joining
us for a very exciting week of
American car culture in the
Taranaki region.

Taranaki like no other can
boast showcasing your cool
rides as we travel around

the region, take the time to
enjoy the scenic coastlines,
Mount Taranaki, charming
towns, and the wide variety
of things to do and see, all
providing the ideal setting for
an unforgettable road trip.

If catching up with friends,
family or cruising the region
you will have the opportunity
to experience the region’s
rich culture, delicious local
cuisine, and hospitality

from the friendly people of
Taranaki to create lasting
memories with fellow car
enthusiasts.

e

sponsor again this year
along with all our supporting
sponsors for the 2026
event, promising to see our
favourite activities back
again and more exciting
changes to the event, so
get ready for an exhilarating
journey through Taranaki.

We are privileged to highlight
our Towns in the region to
display your cool rides as
we travel to each location.
With ongoing support from
Councils, TOIl Foundation,
Taranaki Electricity Trust,
and Venture Taranaki, our
communities, visitors, and
spectators will get to enjoy a
wide variety of free displays

S e

and activities throughout the
week.

From the TVET team of
Marilyn Davies, Toni Fabish-
Benton, Steve Day, Kevin
Walsh, Sam Jiggins, JR, &
Claudia, please travel safe il
and enjoy your time with us ;

in Taranaki for Supercheap

Auto Americarna 2026.

SUPERCHEAP

Supercheap Auto New
Zealand are SUPER excited
to return as the naming
rights partner for Americarna
2026.

Americarna has grown

into one of the leading
automotive festivals on

the New Zealand events
calendar, celebrating our
shared love of car and bike
culture.

We've been proudly
operating in New Zealand for
over 20 years. Since opening
our first stores across the
country in 2003, we've
grown to nearly 50 locations,
employing hundreds of
passionate Kiwis.

We can’t wait to share our
passion for cars and bikes
with you during the week of
Americarna.

The 2026 Supercheap Auto
Americarna is shaping up to
be the best one yet, with four
epic days of action.

RETAIL OPERATIONS
& MERCHANDISE MANAGER

The action kicks o

in punake, Waitara,
Inglewood, Stratford, and
H wera, before a SUPER
parade and park-up on day
four in the New Plymouth
CBD.

The involvement of local
schools and organisations

in the food stalls adds an
incredible community spirit,
showcasing some of the best
local cuisine for everyone to
enjoy.

Supercheap Auto
Americarna promises to

be an event for all ages, so
bring the family and get
amongst the festivities.

I'd also like to take this
moment to thank John Rae
(Event Director) and his
team for their huge e ort in
bringing this event together.
Most importantly, thank

you - the fans and attendees. h
Events like this don’t happen
without your support.

-

g

To all entrants, we wish
you a safe and enjoyable
adventure, and thank you
for being part of this year’s
event.




Keep an eye out for this QR code
throughout this publication.

Scan it for extra info by opening
your phone’s camera, pointing it
at theggode, al ying the link

’m Easy-peasy!
i
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REGISTRATION DAY PB=
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Tuesday 24 February 20261:00pm — 7:30pm
Wednesday 25 February 20268:30am — 5:30pm
Supercheap Auto Americarna week kicks o with registration Thursday 26 February 20268:30am — 2:30pm

day taking place on Tuesday, 24th February at the TSB Stadium,  Friday 27 February 20267:30am — 10:00am
located at 1 Rogan Street, New Plymouth.

While there are no organised cruises on this day, it serves as an MERCHANDISE
excellent opportunity for participants to collect their registration TSB STADIUM ROGAN STREET
packs, visit the o icial Americarna merchandise trailer and browse Tuesday 24 February 20261:00pm — 7:30pm

the stalls and vendors.
Wednesday 25 February 20268:30am — 5:30pm

The TSB Stadium will serve as the central hub throughout the Thursday 26 February 20268:30am — 12:00pm
week, where we will gather each morning before embarking on Friday 27 February 2026:7:30am — 10:00am

our cruises on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.
INGLEWOOD KELLY STREET

Thursday 26 February 20263:00pm — 8:00pm

BROUGHAM STREET NEW PLYMOUTH CBD
Saturday 28 February 2026:10:00am — 3:00pm

DAILY ATTIRE GUIDELINES

Let's make it a week to remember - dress to impress!
WEDNESDAYHawaiian  THURSDAY:T-Shirt day

FRIDAY:50’s & 60’s SATURDAY:Red White & Blue
SATURDAY NIGHTRock n’ Roll or American Heroes/Legends

Taking care of
the linen in
your hotel

it i T o i ey B L

Muova Drycleanin
%m‘ i for Fﬂugr
e Sunday best

Taking care of
our mechanic
in the workshop

LYTED master

For your
ILaNuova eueri:'r'd?r
LAUNDROMATS threads

R EEF

100% Local, 3rd gen family business. From our La Nu  ova
family to yours, we wish you all the best for Ameri carna.

AMERICARNA 2026



FRQM SPETATORS T ENI'RANTS
PAUL & MARION’S AMERICARNA JOURNEY

Americarna has a way of capturing hearts, and for English and Marion have timed their visits to align with Americarng
couple Paul and Marion Marsden, it turned a family visit into  always thinking how wonderful it must be to actually takg
something much more. part.

The Marsdens first travelled from the UK to Taranaki to spend That dream became reality in 2025. Their enthusiasm for t

time with their son, daughter, and close family who live in  event reached new heights when they made a big decisio

Stratford. By pure chance, one of those visits coincided with — to purchase a classic car of their own that they saw fg

Americarna — and what an introduction it was! They were sale during Americarna 2025. The proud new owners of

instantly drawn in by the energy of the event. So much so, that beautiful 1937 Chevrolet, the couple are now preparing

they began planning their future trips to New Zealand around take part in Americarna 2026, not just as spectators, but 4
it. For the past 10 years, Paul  entrants.

Back in the UK, classic American cars are already a hug
part of their lives. They own a striking 1949 Chevrolet Pa
Van, transformed into a Hot Rod, which they take to sho
across the UK and Europe — including Jersey, France, a
Ireland. They also have a 1931 Ford Model A, which t
enjoy taking to local shows and beach racing events. Fg
the Marsdens, these cars aren't just vehicles — they are
way of life, connecting them with like-minded enthusiasts
countless memorable experiences, and lasting friendships

Now, with their Chevy, Paul and Marion are ready to brin
their passion to the roads of Taranaki. We can't wait to sq
their 1937 Chevrolet shine in Americarna 2026!

21

S FEGUHHD

AFFORDABLE, CLEAN & SAFE STORAGE UNITS

Facility Features:

¢ R 233 CONNETT RD, NEW PLYMOU

Pest Controlled - ' :".P !I
Fenced site with easy access K o e r 1 ]

it O N ' safeguardstorage.co.nz

Pin coded entry |
Individually alarmed units L
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: i Join us today for the first o icial cruise of Supercheap Auto
— [AuTO | ; T 3 Americarna 2026!

The adventure begins at TSB Stadium with a departure at
10:30am. Buckle up as we cruise along the mesmerising Surf
Highway 45, making our way to the stunning punak Beach.

By 11:30 am, we’ll reach punak Beach, unveiling an incredible
showcase of vehicles. We invite the public to join us and get up
close with the impressive cars. The departure from the beach is at
2:00 pm.

Important to note: A road closure will be @ scanve
: implemented on Beach Road, punak,
WEDNESDAY 25 FEBRUARY exclusively for Americarna vehicles. Public
parking will be available at the top of Beach Roa
and on adjacent side roads. Kindly adhere to
instructions provided by our marshals to ensure

CONVOY ROUTE & TIMINGS proper parking in designated areas.
PUNAK 10:30am — 2:00pm

10.30amY Depart New Plymouth Racecourse onto Gover St.
Y Left turn onto Leach Street.

Follow the one way until Morley Street.

Right turn onto Morley Street.

Left turn at tra ic lights onto Devon St West.
Follow State Highway 45 through akura .

Turn right at the roundabout in kato.

Continue on SH45 to punak .

Turn right onto Havelock Street.

<L <<

11:30amY Follow Beach Road down to camp ground area.

2:00pm Y Depart punak .

Return to New Plymouth via SH45.

Left turn onto Beach Road at Omata.

Veer right onto Centennial Drive.

Left onto Ng motu Road.

Right onto Breakwater Road, 4.6km to Eliot Street.
Proceed to TSB Stadium.

< <<

See website or run sheet for additional route optio n & Pukeiti route.

OFFICIAL PROG@AI\



Oven (Jorkstop Evening

All welcome to come in and view our
Restoration Rod Shop and ongoing projects.

06-7/56 7144 InglevwoodRotary will be uning aBBQ & Bar
orsite toraise norey for local chaitie s.
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CRUISE ROUTE - DAY TWO

THURSDAY 26 FEBRUAJ

WAITARA 12:30pm — 3:30pm

12:00pmY

<< << << <

3:30me

Depart New Plymouth Racecourse via Rogan St.
Turn right onto Coronation Avenue.

Turn left at the roundabout, onto Mangorei Road.
Right onto Rimu Street.

Left onto Chilman Street.

Right onto Waiwaka Terrace.

Left onto Paynters Avenue.

Right onto Heavy tra ic ramp to merge onto
Northgate — State Highway.

Follow State Highway 3 to Waitara.

Turn left at Waitara turn o into Nelson Street

Stay straight / veer right onto McLean Street where

cars will be parked on display.

INGLEWOOD#:00pm — 8:00pm

3:30pm Y

<< << <<

4:00pm

<

8:00pm Y

Exit the Waitara CBD - Straight onto North Street
(over the bridge).

Veer right onto Richmond Street.

Veer right onto Princess Street.

Take the 3rd exit at the roundabout onto SH3.
At the roundabout, turn left onto Waitara Road.
Left onto Everett Road.

Left onto Bristol Road.

Right onto Kaimata Road North.

Right onto Tarata Road.

Left onto Standish Street.

Right onto Matai St follow through to Inglewood.

Arrive in Inglewood.

Entrant cars will be parked in the CBD on display.

Entrants head back to New Plymouth via State
Highway 3.

Join us for an extraordinary adventure as we set o at 12:00
noon to discover the vibrant community of Waitara.

From 12:30 pm, the heart of Waitara CBD will come alive
with an impressive display of parked vehicles. Immerse
yourself in the experience, getting up close with remarkable
cars, delicious local cuisine, and embracing the town’s unique

cultural charm. Be sure to get along to the tug of war and tire

toss compeition at 2:00pm between entrants - think Ford vs
Chev, or even club vs club, with prizes lined up for the winning
teams!

At 3:30 pm, our journey continues as we make our way towards
Inglewood, travelling through the scenic countryside along
Waitara Road.

Arrive at Inglewood, where the community host an unforgettable
evening of street party. From live entertainment, to delicious
food & beverages, craft stalls and fantastic kids’ activities, the
Inglewood Street party promises something for everyone.

Please be aware that road closures will be
implemented in Waitara and Inglewood and
access to certain areas will be restricted. We
appreciate your patience and kindly ask you
to exercise caution while following marshal
instructions.

OFFICIAL PROG@/II\






CRUISE ROUTE - DAY THREE

FRIDAY 27 FEBRUAR

STRATFORIMDO0:00am — 12:30pm

10:00anY Depart New Plymouth Racecourse via
Rogan Street.

Right onto Coronation Avenue.

Follow State Highway 3 to Stratford.
Pass through Egmont Village.

Pass through Inglewood.

Pass through Midhirst.

< < << =<

10:30amY Turn left onto Devon Road.
Y Stay straight onto Nelson Street.
Y Stay straight/bear right onto McClean Street where
cars will be parked on display.

HWERA 1:15pm - 5:15pm

12:30pmV Depart Stratford on State Highway 3.

Y Turn right onto Celia Street/ punake Road.
Veer right past the monument.

Continue heading to Mania.

Turn left onto Manaia Road.

Follow Hollard Garden sign.

At Manaia turn left at the roundabout onto State
Highway 45 / South Road.

Y Left onto Caledonia Street or Collins Street.

Y Left onto High Street.

< << << <

1:15pm Y Arrive Hwera CBD. Entrant cars will be parked on
display in H wera CBD.

Join us as we kick o our journey from TSB Stadium at 10:00

am, heading first to the town of Stratford. Arriving at 10:30
am, our impressive vehicles will be showcased on Broadway
for public viewing.

At 12.30pm, our adventure continues as we cruise through
the scenic route to South Taranaki, with H wera as our next
destination.

The route will take us through Kaponga and Manaia, o ering
a delightful experience for children as they enjoy the passing
convoy.

Arriving in Hwera at 1:15 pm, our vehicles will be on display on
High Street for public viewing. Be sure not to miss the thrilling
Acceleration Event on Albion Street at 2:30 pm.

At 5:15 pm, our vehicles will depart from H wera for the Friday
Night Cruise in the bustling New Plymouth CBD.

Please be aware that road closures will be
implemented in Stratford and H wera. Access
certain areas will be restricted. We appreciate
your patience and kindly ask you to exercise
caution while following marshal instructions.
Your cooperation ensures a smooth and safe
experience for everyone. Thank you.

OFFICIAL PROG &M



ACCELERATION DISPLAY

FRIDAY 27 FEBRUARY, 2:30H

FULL THROTTLE FUN

Get ready to rev up your engines and witness a
spectacular showcase of American automotive power

from all eras at the Acceleration Display!

This event is all about high-octane fun, where participants
unleash their American vehicles with a competitive spirit
that’s more about having a blast than taking things too

seriously.

As the enthusiastic competitors assemble at the start line,
anticipation fills the air. The moment the flag descends, the
engines roar to life, propelling the drivers towards a series of
strategically positioned cones at the far end of the straight. It's an
electrifying race against time as they push their machines to their
limits, each aiming to achieve the fastest time in their respective

categories.

But it’s not just about raw speed. This discipline demands a
delicate balance between impressive acceleration and precise
braking capabilities. The straight stretch is long enough to add

an extra layer of excitement. Participants will need to shift gears,
maybe even a gear or two, as they push their vehicles to the edge

of their performance capabilities.

The excitement starts at 2:30 pm! Come down and have a fun
afternoon cheering on the participants as they showcase their
skills and push their vehicles to the limit. It promises to be an
adrenaline-fueled experience you won’t want to miss!

Catch the action: Albion Street | H wera | 2:30pm




At the heart of Americarna is the much-loved Mangorei
Road Cruise

A true community celebration. Rain or shine, the locals always

TH E L EG E N DARY J O U R N EY bring the party, decorating their homes, firing up BBQ'’s, and

welcoming entrants with incredible enthusiasm.

In 2026, we're going back to cruising down Mangorei Road,
starting at 6:00 pm. Expect a colourful showcase

of neighbourhood pride as families and friends

line the street to cheer on the parade.

Special thanks to Merrilands New World and

Stumble Inn, who are generously providing voucht e
FRIDAY 27 FEBRUAR for the best-decorated houses. Their support adds = 1:""-

even more fun to this vibrant event and rewards the E
amazing e ort the community puts in every year.

OFFICIAL PROG N



NEW PLYMOUTH CBD

FRIDAY 27 FEBRUAR

AMERICARNA 2026

A signature highlight of Americarna, the Night
Cruise lights up the city!

From 6:00 pm to 9:30 pm, cars set o from Mangorei
Road and roll into the city centre, creating a dazzling
parade of chrome, lights, and roaring engines. This

spectacular event always draws big crowds, so pick
your spot early and enjoy the magic.

Safety is our top priority. Please follow directions from our
marshals, remain on the footpaths, and keep children well
clear of the road.

A liguor ban will be in place throughout the
CBD. Together, we can keep the event safe a
enjoyable for all.







SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY - 10:00AM - 3:00P




AMERI

SAT 28 FEBRUARY, NEW PLYMOUTH CBD
WHAT'S ON!

Get ready for another unforgettable day at AmeriCARnival 2026,
running from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm! This free, family-friendly event is
open to everyone and will showcase an incredible range of entrant
vehicles. From timeless classics to modern custom builds, every car
reflects its owner’s passion and creativity — a true feast for car lovers
of all ages.

Puke Ariki Landing will once again be the hub of family fun, packed
with free activities like the climbing wall, bouncy castles, candy floss
face painting, and more.

Keep an ear out for the New Plymouth Brass Band, who will bring
energy and colour as they march down Devon Street from 11am.

2025 saw an American truck display, and in 2026 we’re turning

the spotlight to American tractors and farm machinery! Expect

a fantastic line-up including both new and vintage John Deere
machines, working contractors’ machinery, and other iconic brands
such as Case, International, Oliver, Ford, Caterpillar, and more.

New this year, there will be a timber sports demo and chainsaw
wood-chopping competition with Shane Jordan and his brother
Jack Jordan, who has just won a world championship. Featuring
four di erent athletes and shows on Egmont St at 10:30am, 11:00am
11:30am, 12:30pm, 1:00pm and 1:30pm.

The Airforce Flyover display is back for 2026 — flying over at 12pm
with the best view from the wind wand.

Wayne Currie will be bringing his Nitro Funny Car to the top end of
Devon Street, performing thrilling start-ups in his supercharged,
nitromethane-fuelled drag racing beast!

The Taranaki Radio Control Car Club will set up their thrilling
remote-control car course — always a crowd favourite and
guaranteed to deliver plenty of action! This year, there’s an exciting
new twist. Kids who have their own remote-control cars, but aren’t
part of the club, will get the chance to join in the fun and race their
cars on the course. Sessions will run at 10am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm an1i
2pm, so bring along your car and get ready to hit the track!

The CBD will be buzzing with live music, food, stalls, and plenty
of Americarna spirit. Whether you're here for the cars, the
entertainment, or simply the atmosphere, AmeriCARnival is a
celebration of community, culture, and fun.

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for the latest schedule updates.
We can’t wait to see you there!

1950s Dining In An

deluxediner.co.nz

LIVE MUISIC

BLISTERED FINGERS
& JACK MOSER

Enjoy a full day of great tunes and entertainment in the
heart of the city.

@ Blistered Fingers: 10:30am - 3:00pm
O Jack Moser: 11:30am - 12:30pm
@ Huatoki Plaza

SQUARE & LINE DANCING

Grab your dancing shoes and join the fun!

@ Line Dancing: 10:30am and 12:30pm
Square Dancing: 11:30am and 1:30pm
@ Devon Street East,
Outside Crowded House Bar & Restaurant

RADIO CONTROL
CAR CLUB

The TRCCC is back with their thrilling remote-control
car course. Always a crowd favourite, with time slots
available throughout the day for the public to have a go.
©® 10:00am - 3:00pm

@ Ariki Street

CHAINSAW TIMBER
SPORTS COMPETITION

Catch all six timber sports shows, featuring Underhand,
Stocksaw, Standing, Singlesaw, Springboard, Hotsaw,
and one-on-one match racing.

10:00am - 3:00pm

@ Egmont Street

FREE CHILDREN’S
ACTIVITIES

Challenge yourself on the adventurous Big Foot Rock
Wall! Plus inflatable activities, face painting, balloon
twisting, and more for children of all ages.

@ 10:00am - 3:00pm
@ Puke Ariki Landing

WAIMANAKO DUCK RACE

Cheer on 3,000 racing rubber ducks as they float down
the stream, raising funds for Taranaki Retreat.

@ 2:00pm
@ Huatoki Stream, Puke Ariki Landing

AIRFORCE DISPLAY

Catch the NZ Airforce fly over at midday, best view from
the wind wand.

@ 12:00pm
@ View from Windwand, Coastal Walkway

OFFICIAL PROG@AI\



CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

NEW PLYMOUTH
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Q0O PrPOeQ

AMERICARNA 2026

WIND WAND
COASTAL WALKWAY

COASTAL WALKWAY
COASTAL FORESHORE

PUKE ARIKI
1 ARIKI STREET « PUKEARIKI.CO

PUKE ARIKI LANDING
ARIKI STREET

LEN LYE CENTRE

HUATOKI PLAZA
DEVON STREET WEST

PUKEKURA PARK
10 FILLIS STREET

PETROL STATION
ISITE INFORMATION
PUBLIC TOILETS
TAXI STAND
SUPERMARKET
ATM MACHINE
POLICE STATION

€@ RESTAURANTBAR/ PUID
03
02
04
42 QUEEN STREET - GOVETI'BRE&S
09
07

m

\BB KING & QUEEN HOTEL SUIT,

9(A

ARBORIO® ©
65 ST AUBYN STREET | ARBORI

THE GOOD HOM@ ©

MIKE'S BISTR®
40 DEVON STREET EAST | MIKE

ARRANGED MARRIA®E
77 DEVON ST EAST | ARRANGE
TER.COM

CROWDED HOUS& ©
93 DEVON STREET EAST | CRO

BELLA VIT®
146 DEVON STREET EAST | BEL

JOE'S GARAG® ©
162 DEVON STREET EAST | JOE

DELUXE DINER ©
36 LEACH STREET | DELUXEDIN

CENTRE CITY

SHOPPING CENTRE
11 GILL STREET « CENTRE-CITY.(

41 QUEEN STREET « KINGANDQU

D.C().NZ

21 ARIKI STEET « THEGOODHONENP.CO.NZ

S5BISTRO.NZ

MARRIACE."O.NZ

MAYOR, NEW PLYMOUTH
VDEDHOUSE.CO.NZ
Welcome to Americarna
and Taranaki!

| AVITA.CO.NZ

This awesome event has
S.CB%E good to our region
over the years, bringing in
huge numbers of visitors
ER.@@iputting the spotlight
on everything we have to
oer. Inreturn,it’'s been
our pleasure to open our
O-Nfome to this celebration of
E g these iconic vehicles. As a
EENang-tine fan of Americarna,
| can personally attest to
the friendships it's helped
to build as our streets come
alive as these stunning cars
tour our region.

It gives me special pleasure
at the start of my time as
Mayor to see how this event
brings together young and
old, locals and visitors.
Americarna is a great
example of what makes this a
great place to live and visit.

We love calling New
Plymouth home, and

we hope you enjoy the
stunning scenery, soak up
the atmosphere, enjoy our
excellent restaurants, cafes
and bars and make the most
of this incredible event. Have
a fantastic Americarna and
come back soon!

A huge thanks to all the
volunteers, sponsors, and
organisers who make
Americarna possible — your
passion and dedication help
create this free event for
everyone to enjoy.

Mayor Max,
New Plymouth District.



arborio%

RESTAURANT CAFE & BAR

BREAKFAST.
LUNCH.
DINNER.

Puke Ariki Museum
arborio.co.nz

Centre City ¢ lushcafe.co.nz

KING & QUEEN
HOTEL SUITES

41 Queen Street « kingandqueen.co.nz
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ELEVATE YOUR BRAND

EMBROIDERY | SIGNAGE | SCREEN PRINTING

thebrandlab.co.nz
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DODGE

FEATURED VEHIC

GENERAL LEE AND THE FURY
THE CHASE IS ON

It's the world’s most famous television car — and it's coming to
Americarna 2026.

The car is the General Lee, a bright orange Dodge Charger
from the late 1960s that was the centrepiece of all the action in
the massively popular TV series Dukes of Hazzard — so popular
that it ranked second only to the soap opera Dallas in national
viewership.

The car then featured in several Dukes of Hazzard movies that
followed the TV series.

With its doors welded shut and a horn that played a signature tune
of the first 12 notes of the song Dixie, the General Lee was forever
flying high over various obstacles as the Duke brothers Bo and
Luke evaded the hapless county commissioner Boss Hogg and his
lawman Sheri Rosco P Coltrane.

The flying really was high, too. The highest jump achieved during
the series was when the General Lee soared 16 feet into the air and
covered a distance of 82 feet.

Little wonder then during the shooting of the 147 Dukes of Hazzard
episodes between 1979 and 1985, those jumps destroyed a total of
325 Chargers. The few remaining examples that weren't damaged

beyond repair — there is said to be 17 of them — are now in private
ownership in various states of fix, with the very first example
currently owned by pro golfer Bubba Watson.

Another 26 General Lees were prepared for a full-length Dukes
of Hazzard movie that was shot in 2005 — some of them 1968 and
1970 models that were made to look like the famous 1969 version
that featured in the TV series.

Car No 11 from that list is the Charger that will be at Americarna.
This General Lee is a proper 6.2-litre 440ci V8-powered 1969
Charger with the personalised rego plate BODUKE, and is owned
by Dunedin enthusiast Paul Clarke who purchased it soon after
the 2005 movie was filmed. It is currently on loan to the Ross Bros
Museum in Cambridge, an extensive private collection of muscle
and race cars, vintage trucks and equipment.

The museum’s owners are lending the Charger to Tokoroa car
enthusiasts Colin and Debbie James to bring to Americarna. The
couple will also be bringing their 1978 Plymouth Fury which is a
Minnesota State Police vehicle.

Word has it that earlier this year these two cars met up during a
custom car meeting on Cambridge’s main street, and a great time
was had as the pair chased each other around the Waikato town
with horn singing and siren blaring.

So you can be sure that during Americarna the pair of cars will
once again remain close to each other — the orange Charger with
its classic ‘coke bottle’ hipline, recessed grille and blacked-out rear
valance, and the Fury, the real police vehicle imported by Colin
James after it had given 30 years of faithful service in Minnesota.
You can almost already hear the “Yeehas” coming from the cockpit
of the General Lee...
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that we as a community thoroughly
enjoy being a part of. We have two
stages with performances taking
place simultaneously spread down
the street as well as activities on
Waitara Central School field too.

Waitara is a beautiful small town
with a bustling main street that

o ers plenty of fantastic shops

and food outlets. The river and
beach are fantastic areas to sit
back and enjoy a bit of r&r on your

CHAIRPERSON, WAITARA ALIVE Americama journey.

On behalf of Waitara Alive and the | have personally always admired
Waitara community we would like what the Americarna team put
to welcome back Americarna once t°9ether each year and the work

again to our beautiful town and th?‘t goes in to it. The ability to
Taranaki as a whole. bring the cars to the smaller towns

is a real treat and something | know

Americarna is such a fantastic the communities embrace.

event to be apart of each year and
the joy it brings to the faces of the
community is second to none. It

is always exciting to have buses
from the rural schools come in to
Waitara for the short stop as well as
the other local schools coming to
enjoy the cars. The kids absolutely
love watching all the cars enter the
main street.

So please when you are visiting
stop in to the local shops as well.
These businesses kindly allow us to
close the road for the day making
the event in Waitara possible.

If you are visiting from out of town.
Thank you for coming & enjoy your
stay here in Taranaki.

Coupled with plenty of fantastic
food and entertainment, the lunch
stop on Thursday in Waitara is one

With the support of Taranaki
Electricity Trust, Bunn Contracting,
Civil Quarries, Leading Tra ic

and the Inglewood Community,
Inglewood First Trust is planning
another fantastic Inglewood

Street Party on Thursday 26th
February 4pm with the fabulous
Hamilton based The Monroes
band to entertain us .... fabulous
cars.... fantastic food, wonderful
Inglewood hospitality, and our
very popular ‘Free Kids Zone’ — the
scene is set for another outstanding
event.

CHAIRPERSON
INGLEWOOD FIRST TRUST

Welcome to Inglewood. It's fantastic
to be hosting Americarna 2026 and We hope all our visitors have a truly

celebrating 18 years of this fabulousmemorable day and will return to
event. Inglewood again soon.

Inglewood extends its warmest Happy Cruising.

welcome to all Americarna visitors.
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CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

Venture out beyond Eltham

to uncover the crown jewel of

our District - the breathtaking
Rotokare Scenic Reserve, with
its round the lake walkway, and
marvel at the bird species that
have not been seen in Taranaki for
over 100 years. On the way back
be sure to visit the very popular
Fonterra Cheese Shop in Eltham.
Also in Hwera, drop by our
brand-new library, isite, art
gallery and caf - Te Ramanui

o0 Ruap tahanga, nestled in the
heart of town. It's an asset to our
District and one we’re incredibly
proud of!

MAYOR, SOUTH TARANAKI
Welcome to South Taranaki!

We're thrilled to have our
AmeriCarna visitors back in

our lively District! Get ready to
embrace the thrill of cruising the
stunning coastlines and marvel at
the endless beauty of the Taranaki
Maunga.

Take a moment to relax at our
scenic surf beaches along Surf
Highway 45, experience the
vibrant atmosphere of market

day in H wera and indulge in
delectable treats at any of our
charming cafés spread across the

Discover the charm of our small L
District.

towns and don’t miss out on
exploring the renowned best
private museum in New Zealand,
Tawhiti Museum (while you're
there, don’t miss the boat ride at
Traders and Whalers), or if you're
a lover of all things ‘the king’,

you can't miss KD's Elvis Presley
Museum in H wera.

Thank you for choosing to visit

us in South Taranaki. Enjoy every
moment of your stay and come
back soon for more adventures!

MAYOR, STRATFORD DISTRICT

Our community welcomes
Americarna back to the Stratford
District.

The event is always a big hit with
the public who really enjoy the
awesome display of American
classic cars.

Add in the muscle cars, and

in my mind nothing beats that
rumble of a V8, then once again
people will turn out in large
numbers to view the spectacle
and listen to that sound.

We enjoy hosting you and | am
sure that you will enjoy cruising
our roads with the ever present
Mt Taranaki as a beautiful

backdrop; it will make for some
great scenic cruising while on
your journeys.

| encourage visitors to the region
find the time to explore what'’s on
o0 er in Taranaki and stay on for a
few days to enjoy the hospitality,
beauty and attractions of the
region.

Whether you're returning for this
event or this is your first visit
here, 1 am sure you'll have great
time.

As car enthusiasts, | invite you
to learn about the exciting
Stratford Park project that is
moving through the consenting
processes and is edging towards
the first stage of development.
When built, it will be an amazing,
local motor sport facility.

My very best wishes to all the
participants for a successful
event in 2026. Thanks for coming,
stay safe, we will see you again
soon. Keep cruising.

OFFICIAL PROG@AI\
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FEATURED VEHIC

Owner: Philippa Butcher

What's really appealing about Americarna is that the
vehicles entered into the big event always seem to have a colourful
back story.

A classic example is Philippa Butcher’s 1956 Ford F-100 pick-up,
which was last year’s Americarna Pick winner.

The vehicle had originally been imported from USA by well-known
Auckland rodding enthusiast Warren Fairhurst, and about nine
years ago Philippa and her husband John heard it might be for
sale.

“We were heading o to the South Island for a bit of a trip, so
before we left we wrote out a cheque and gave it to Warren. We
told him that if the cheque got cashed while we were away, we
would know he’d sold the pick-up to us.”

The cheque did indeed get cashed, and that’'s how the Glenbrook
couple ended up with their colourful example of this classic
American pick-up with its distinctively vertical A-pillar and wrap-
around windshield.

And here’s another great back story. The F-100 is painted in “Roar
with Gilmore” colours of the Gilmore Oil Company, a California
enterprise once famous for its distinctive marketing techniques
and sponsorship of motor racing events.

“The paintwork gives the pick-up a bit of a nostalgic look, says
Philippa of the cream, red and black colours of Gilmore Oil
Company, which was huge between the Roaring 20s and the end
of the World War 2, boasting more than 3500 gas stations in USA.
After the war it was taken over by Mobil.

No surprises then that the rego plate for Philippa Butcher’s F-100
is GILMRE.

The big Ford pickup is pretty much standard, although it is
powered by a 292 cubic inch Y-block V8 with a few special add-
ons. On the inside, a special touch is a bench seat covered in red
and white vinyl.

Philippa admits that when the couple first purchased the vehicle
it wasn't particularly nice to drive. “The front brakes were a bit
dodgy, so we took it to a chap in Cambridge and he installed a
Jaguar front end with much better brakes.

Johnny Butcher passed away two years ago, but Philippa is
continuing a 10-year annual tradition of attending Americarna. She
doesn’t drive the F-100 or the family’s second American classic - a
1928 Ford Model A Tudor sedan — but other family members are
happy to do that.

And this tradition will continue too, if her grandchildren have
anything to do with it.

“My 11-year-old grandson loves the cars. He regularly takes them
out of the shed to give their engines a bit of a run. He really looks
after them”.
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After a standout debut at AmeriCARna 2025, Steam Incorporated
is proud to return in 2026—bigger, better, and bolder. Last year’s
heritage rail experience was a crowd favourite, and we're building
on that momentum to deliver even more unforgettable journeys
through the heart of Taranaki.

Winding through the heart of the North Island, our train will
deliver passengers straight into the excitement of AmeriCARna—
combining the thrill of vintage rail travel with the energy of New
Zealand’s premier automotive festival.

Taranaki locals won't miss out either! On the Friday, join us for a
special experience following the mass convoy of classics down
towards South Taranaki, and on Saturday of the festival, we’ll
be running short heritage train rides right from New Plymouth’s
iconic Wind Wand down to Lepperton. This is a rare opportunity
for the community to step aboard and experience the magic of
vintage rail travel in their own backyard.

Taranaki remains one of the lesser-travelled parts of our rail
network, and we're excited to share its potential while o ering
both visitors and locals the chance to be part of a truly special rail
experience during AmeriCARna 2026.

Book your Friday train journey, getting up close and personal with
the cars, and following the convoy of muscle down to H wera,

or your short family trip from the Wind Wand to Lepperton and
return at www.steaminc.org.nz or speak to our Bookings team at
0800 783 264!

OFFICIAL PROG@AI\



Fitzroy Service Station, New Plymouth

Walsh Auto Services, Inglewood

'Holler for a
- Marshall
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Community That Cares

— Lynda’s Sunliner Story

For many, Americarna is about more than just cars-about the people, the
passion and the community that comes together witematters most. Few stories
show this better than that of Lynda Matthews andlireloved 1962 Ford Sunliner
convertible.

Lynda, a regular Americarna entrant, has long bBe@wn for her eye-catching
red Sunliner with its cream top — an iconic pie€¢enmtoring history that always
turns heads at our event. She purchased the ca0it6 and has brought it along
to every Americarna event since then, becomingiliar and much-loved part of
the Americarna family.

But in 2025, her pride and joy was suddenly takemfher. Despite being locked
away in a secure, alarmed shed in New Plymouth¢é#navas stolen overnight.

The moment Lynda reached out to us, the Americeamamunity swung into
action. A Facebook post and newsletter were sehtamd within minutes, the
power of our car community became clear. Dozeraadnaki locals got in touch
to report sightings of the Sunliner — it felt lkeeryone was working together to
bring it home.

Thanks to these reports, and some swift action fiteerpolice, the car was
eventually chased down, its tyres spiked, and retdito Lynda. Unfortunately,
it su ered extensive damage and while not the petfending, the response
reminded us all of just how special this commursty

The Sunliner is now in the capable hands of the Acaena Workshop, where
it is being carefully restored with the hope of ingkits triumphant return for
Americarna 2026.

TR JHW D TXRWH RU WR EQG RXW PRUH DERXW RXU KLJK
level of cover, ask your ,QVXUDQFH %URNHU RU
Y L ¢lasaiccover.co.nz
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), k’ce 1978, the Taranaki Radio Control
#”/7r Car Club has brought excitement to
¥, the region, welcoming enthusiasts of all
ges. For the last two Americarnival events,
thelub hag'set up a popular display and race area,
thrillihg spectators with high-speed action and
impressive maneuverer.

They run fortnightly on-roag-and off-road races, with both Nitro and
Electric classes, givingXxne bgrs_plenty of opportunities to compete
and sharpen theif §RIl[S. Whether you're curious about the sport,
I looking for a new hobby, or just want to watch the action, the Taranaki
/ L RC CluMis a fun and welcoming place for everyone.

Members of the public whose children have RC cars are welcome to
bring them into town on Saturday and have a run on the oval the club

MORE INFORMATION sets up. Times are 10am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm and 2pm.

trC C C O r n Z Supercheap Auto will also have some spot prizes
n n to hand out to a few lucky children.

AMERICARNA 2026
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TA RANAKI VE H I C I— E Americarna brings positive benefits to Taranaki — in
EV E N TS T R U ST addition to showcasing our province, the event brings

economic, wellbeing, social and recreational outcomes
that benefit our communities. The event has grown
significantly since its inception in 2007 and in 2014 the
Taranaki Vehicle Events Trust (TVET) was formed to
support the event.

The primary role of TVET is to secure funding, through
grants and sponsorship, so that all the community

activities and components of Supercheap Auto
TONY EWENS TONI FABISH-BENTON MARILYN DAVIES

CHAIRMAN DEPUTY CHAIR TRUSTEE Americarna are free to the public. The Trust also supports
the planning of the event with a strong focus on ensuring
that the Americarna “rumble” will continue for many years
to come.

TVET works closely with council

and community representatives

throughout Taranaki to bring a

family-friendly, inclusive and vibrant

event that can be enjoyed by locals
S rierae pakthhia S e > andvisitors alike.

- - l Established in 1973

GRAHAM HARRIS LTD

1973-2023

AMERICARNA 2026
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LISA
BROWN'S
‘TRUCK OF LOVFE’

Lisa Brown calls her 1946 Chevrolet pick-up her “Truck of Love” —

and there’s a heartwarming reason why.

Eighteen years ago Lisa and her husband Andrew purchased the
classic American truck in an on-line auction, with the intention of
transforming it into their dream vehicle.

Early in the project other personal commitments got in the way,
which meant progress was slow for the Palmerston North couple.
And then just when things were gaining momentum Andrew was
diagnosed with cancer, which led to the ordeal of operations and
chemotherapy.

“Andrew was sick for three and a half years,” recalls Lisa. “It was
tough. While he was getting his treatment he tried to work on the
pick-up, but his health just got worse and worse”

But help was at hand. In 2022 the Chevrolet was trucked to
Lisa’s cousin Chris Harrison, owner of Hamilton car restoration
specialists Bad Penny Classic and Custom Services, and he and
his team got stuck into the project, with plenty of assistance from
Andrew and Lisa’s family and friends.

CHEVROLET

FEATURED VEHIC

Meanwhile, back in
Manawatu members of
the Palmerston North
Hot Rod Club joined in,
raising money in a variety
of ways, including cutting and
selling firewood and kindling.

It all reached a climax in May 2024 when the beautifully restored
pick-up, painted in a hue specially created according to Andrew’s
wishes, was transported back to Palmerston North for its o icial
reveal in front of the Browns, their family and friends.

“It was a wonderful event,” says Lisa. “At the time the vehicle
wasn't fully finished, but we did the reveal for Andrew. It then went
through the process of being completed and fully certified, and
five weeks after that had happened, Andrew passed away.”

Lisa is so appreciative of the help she and Andrew received while
he was ill that she calls the Chevrolet Pick-up her Truck of Love.

“People are such a blessing — and our truck is the perfect
illustration of that. These days | drive it three or four times a week,
and | love talking about it. And with all that help we received, it’'s
such an honour to now live the dream and drive it.”

One of Andrew’s wishes was to enter in an Americarna, so early
last year Lisa honoured that wish by driving the pick-up to Taranaki
and participating in the big event. The visit proved a big success —
not only were other participants touched by the story of the Chevy,
but the vehicle also won the Supercheap Auto Pick award.

Lisa will be at Americarna again in 2026, showing o her truck

with its beautiful customisation, unique paintwork, and OO5H rego
plate, which honours the “Oosh!” exclamation that was regularly
part of Andrew Brown’s vocabulary.
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FEATURED VEHIC

PAUL CHAPMAN'S
'39 FORD COUPE

Paul and Chrissy Chapman are regular Americarna attendees,
happily heading down to Taranaki from Auckland each summer in
their distinctive ‘his-and-her’ vehicles.

Chrissy’s ride is a 1956 Chevrolet Bel Air sports coupe with the
personalised rego plate HAZELO, so named because the car’s gold
and yellow paintwork was to special order by its original owner, an
Idaho woman called Hazel.

Meanwhile, Paul’s vehicle is a House of Kolor purple 1939 Ford
Coupe with the personalised rego SEXY39, so named because —
well, because the custom classic looks so damn sexy.

Chrissy’s Bel Air has featured in a previous Americarna
programme, so for this edition all attention is focused on Paul’s
curvaceous pre-war five-window coupe.

The vehicle started life as a Standard rather than De Luxe coupe,
and by the time Paul purchased it in 2012 from a fellow rodder in
the North Shore, it was very much a “project” that comprised not
much more than a body and chassis.

It then took Paul more than five years to rebuild and customise
the Ford, with plenty of time spent scrounging around for various
missing parts.

But the five-year e ort was worth it. The coupe is now a beautiful
example of a classic American custom car, a vehicle that Paul says
is also great to drive.

“It really does drive like a new car,” he says. “It has a fully
independent suspension system, and the interior is white leather,
with air conditioning and power windows. So we’re happy to drive
it anywhere.”

And that “anywhere” includes long journeys around both the South
and North Islands attending various custom car events, where the
coupe has picked up numerous awards.

Powering Paul’s coupe is a Ford Racing 302ci GT40 Windsor V8,

mated to a four-speed auto transmission. And while the chassis is
original, it has been boxed with a new K member. The Ford sits on
Cragar Street Pro 15x6 front and 17x8 rear wheels.

So all this begs an obvious question: When the Chapmans head o
on their road trips, does Chrissy stick with her Bel Air and Paul the
coupe?

“We have taken both cars to events but when we are in the Ford
and on a long journey I'm perfectly happy for Chrissy to drive,” says
Paul.

And here’s another obvious question for Paul: Will he ever build
another custom car?

“I'm currently building a 1956 Chevy truck,” he replies. “But this will
definitely be my last project.”



OPEN HOURS
Americarna Week: Noon - Late
Normal Hours: Saturday & Sunday, 10am-5pm

1914 Mountain Road, Norfolk « maketawa.co.nz

AMERICARNA SHOWCASE

THE TRACTOR EDITION

Following the success of our American Truck names including Case, International, Oliver,
Display in 2025, we're shifting gears for 2026 Ford, Caterpillar and more. Expect colour, steel,
IVL [PW_KI[QVO I LQ MZMV\ [TQK MoWsN patihi, 21Ql 4 cdnnection to American
motoring history — American Tractors & Farm rural life.

Machinery.
4 Whether you grew up on a farm, have a love for

This display will celebrate the evolution of machinery, or simply enjoy seeing big power up
farming equipment — from classic workhorses KTW[M \PQ[ LQ[XTla _QTT W MZ [W
to modern-day machines that represent

engineering progress and rural heritage. American farming culture will take centre stage

as part of Saturday’s Americarnaval, adding
John Deere, founded in 1837, remains one of the character, nostalgia and plenty of horsepower
world’s most recognisable agricultural brands. to the spectacle.

At AmeriCARnival on Saturday 28 February

2026, you'll be able to view both American

vintage and modern John Deere tractors and

implements, along with machinery used daily

by contractors and working farms across the

region.

They won’t be alone — the lineup is set to
feature machinery from legendary American
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